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PLANT HAVING WATER ABSORBENT RESIN AS MAIN COMPONENT 



First Office Action 



l.GJ Pursuant to the provision of Article 35 (I) of the Chinese Patent Law, the examiner 
made an examination as to substance of the captioned patent application for 
invention upon the request for substantive examination filed by the applicant on, 

□ Pursuant to the provision of Article 35 (2) of the Chinese Patent Law, the Chinese 
Patent Office has decided to conduct on its own initiative an examination as to 
substance of the captioned patent application for invention. 

2.0 The applicant requests taking the filing date, December 5, 2003 at the JP 

Patent Office, the filing date, , at the _ Patent Office, the 

filing date, , at the Patent Office as the priority 

date of the present application. 

□ A copy of the first filed patent application certified by the receiving organ of the 
initial country of filing has been submitted by the applicant. 

□ A copy of the first filed patent application certified by the receiving organ of the 
initial country of filing has not been submitted by the applicant. Pursuant to the 
provision of Article 30 of the Chinese Patent Law, no priority right shall be deemed to 
have been claimed. 

3,D The applicant filed amended application document(s) on 

and . 

□ Examination has confirmed that filed on 

cannot be accepted, filed on cannot be 

accepted, 

as the above amendment(s) □ is/are not in conformity with the provision of Article 33 
of the Chinese Patent Law, 

□ is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations 
Of the Chinese Patent Law. 

O For the specific reason that the amendment^) cannot be accepted, see the text of 
the Office Action. 



4. D The examination is conducted in the light of the original application document(s) 

0 The examination is conducted in the light of the following application document(s): 
in the original application documents submitted on the filing date: Claims 1-22 
poqes 1-28. 30-41 of the description. Figures 1-2 of the drawing(s); 

Claim ($) _ p , page 29 of the description. Figure(s) 

submitted according to the patentability international preliminary report appendix; 

Claim ($) page ($) of the description, Figure(s) 

submitted on 

□ Abstract of the description submitted on . 

5. □ The present Office Action has been prepared without a search having been 

conducted. 

□ The present Office Action has been prepared with a search having been 
conducted. 

□ The following reference document(s) is/are cited in this Office Action (its/their serial 
number(s) will, continue to be used throughout the examination procedure): 



No; 


Number or Title of Document 


filing date of interfering 
application) ^ 
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(Date) 
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(Date) 
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(Date) 
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6. The concluding comments of the examiner are: 



□ On the description: 

□ The content of the application comes within the scope where no patent right is 
granted as provided in Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provision of Article 26(3) of the Patent 
Law. 

□ The drafting of the description is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 18 of the 
Implementing Regulations. 

13 On the claims: 

□ Claim comes within the scope where no patent right is granted as provided in 
Article 25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim($) is/are not in conformity with the definition of invention in Rule 2(1) ot the 
Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim (s) does/do not possess novelty as provided in Article 22(2) of the 

Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess inventiveness as provided in Article 22(3) of 

the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess practical applicability as provided in Article 

22(4) of the Patent Law. 



□ Cloim(s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Article 26(4} of the 

Potent Law. 

□ Claim(s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Article 31(1} of the 

Potent Law. 

0 Claims 1, 17 and 19 are not in conformity with the provisions of Rule 20 of the 

Implementing Regulations. 
0 Claims 1-2 and 17-19 ore not in conformity of the provision of Rule 22 of the 

Implementing Regulations. 
0 Claims 4-16 are not in conformity of the provision of Rule 23 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

For specific analyses of the above concluding comments, see the text of this Office 
Action. 

7. In view of the above concluding comments, the examiner holds that: 

□ The applicant should amend the application document in accordance with the 
requirements raised in the text of this Office Action. The amended document(s) 
should be submitted in duplicate and should conform to the provisions of Article 33 of 
the Patent Law and Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent 
Law. 

EI The applicant should expound in his Observations the reasons why the captioned 
patent application is patentable and amend the places not conforming to 
regulations as pointed out in the text of the Office Action, otherwise it would be 
impossible for the patent right to be granted. 

□ The captioned patent application contains no substantive content for which the 
patent right may be granted, thus if the applicant has not advanced his reasons or 
has not done so adequately, the application will be rejected. 

8. The applicant should pay attention to the following matters: 

(1 ) In accordance with the provision of Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant 
should submit his/its Observations within four months from the date of receipt of 
this Office Action: if. without any justified reason, the time limit for making 
response is not met, the application will be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) The amendments made by the applicant to his application should conform to 
the provision of Article 33 of the Patent Law, the amended text should be in 
duplicate and the format should conform to the relevant provisions of the 
Guidelines for Examination. 

(3) The applicant' s Observations or amended text should be mailed or presented 
to the Receiving Section of the Chinese Patent Office. Document no mailed 
or presented to the Acceptance Section have no legal force. 

(4) Without making an appointment, the applicant and/or agent may not come to 
the Chinese Patent Office to hold an interview with the examiner. 

9. This Office Action consists of the text portion totalling 2 page and of the 

following annex(es): 

□ duplicate copies of the reference document(s) cited totalling 

poge(s). 



Appl No. 200480035906.1 

Your Ref: F 04-0S6-PCT/CN/MT 

Our Ref: CPCH0661583P 

Text of the First Office Action 

This application relates to a water retaining material for use in 
cultivating a plant. After examination, the examiner raises the follow 
comments. 

The explanation within the parenthesis in claim 1 causes that the 
protection scope of this claim cannot be accurately determined. Thus, 
claim 1 does not conform to the provision of Rule 20 of the Implementing 
Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. The applicant shall delete the 
parenthesis and revise it as an explanation in a direct way. 

Independent claim 1 and independent claim 2 relate to the same 
invention. Drafting one invention as having two independent claims does 
not conform to the provision of Rule 22 (3) of the Implementing 
Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. According to the contents of the 
two claims, the latter claim includes all the technical features of the 
preceding claim, and only further defines the preceding claim in the 
aspect of the calcium release index. Thus, the latter shall be revised as the 
dependent claim referring to the former. 

Dependent claims 4-16, as multiple dependent claims by themselves, 
respectively refer to preceding multiple dependent claims. Thus, they do 
not conform to Rule 23 (2) of the Implementing Regulations of the 
Chinese Patent Law. The applicant shall amend the dependency of the 
claims above. 

Independent claims 17, 18 and 19 relate to the same invention. 
Drafting one invention as having three independent claims does not 
conform to the provision of Rnle 22 (3) of the Implementing Regulations 
of the Chinese Patent Law. According to the contents of the three claims, 
the latter claim includes all the technical features of the preceding claim, 



i 



and only further defines the preceding claim in the aspect of the calcium 
release index. Thus, the latter shall be revised as the dependent claim 
referring to the former. 

Besides, the content of 0 appears in both of claims 17 and 19, which 
defines different protection scopes within one claim. Thus, the protection 
scopes of the said claims cannot be accurately determined, and conflict 
occurs. That's because when the content is 0, it means that this 
component is not comprised rather than comprised. Hence, claims 17-19 
do not conform to the provision of Rule 20 (1) of the Implementing 
Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. The applicant shall reasonably 
revise the minimum of the relevant component content as a value larger 
than 0 according to the corresponding examples to overcome the defect 
above. 

Upon the grounds above, the present application cannot be granted a 
patent right according to the current text. If the applicant amends the 
application documents according to the comments raised in this notice to 
overcome the existing defects, the present application will be expectantly 
granted a patent right. Any amendments to the application documents 
made by the applicant shall conform to the provision of Article 33 of the 
Patent Law and shall not go beyond the scope of the initial disclosure 
contained in the initial Description and Claims. If the applicant fails to 
amend the application documents according to the comments above or to 
state sufficient and reasonable grounds, the present application will be 
rejected. 
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